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be obtained.1 There Is always the danger^ moreover^ that
the commercial phase of such an undertaking will receive
more emphasis than the sanitary, a contingency from
which the public well-being is not likely to gain much in
the long run. Although there is a popular notion that
city garbage can be made to yield some profit as fuel,
this idea is supported neither by experience nor by ex-
pert opinion. Incineration of garbage on a large scale is
carried on in Atlanta, Milwaukee; Minneapolis^ Spokane,
and Memphis.2

The other method of utilizing garbage is commonly
called the reduction process.3 There arc several patented
plans of garbage reduction; but the general method is to
bring all the garbage to a central plant, where it is put
into great steel cylindrical tanks. Here it is subjected to
heat and pressure with the object of drawing all the grease,
oil, and other liquid from it. The grease and oil are then
separated from the water (sometimes by the use of gasoline
or acids rather than by mechanical process) and made into
some marketable product, such as axle-grease or soap. The
solid residuum is usually dried and by the addition of dry
chemicals is made saleable as fertilizing material. This
system of reduction can be used with commercial success
whenever a very large daily supply of garbage is available,
but not otherwise. New York City delivers each year
more than a half-million cubic yards of garbage to the con-
tractors who operate the huge reduction plant at Barren
Island,4 Boston deals with nearly all of its garbage in this

1 The various types of refuse and garbage Incinerator are fully de-
scribed in W. F. Goodrieh's Modern Destructor Practice (New York, 1012).

2 A table showing the annual amounts of garbage disposed of in these
various ways may be found in tho United States Bureau of tlie Census*
General Statistics of Obey, 1909 (Washington, 1013), pp. 42-43.

3 A useful book on tho general subject of waste disposal is W* F.
Horse's Collection and Disposal of Municipal Waste (Now York, 1008).
It fully describes the Mere, Simonin, Arnold, Chamberlain, Bdson, and
other processes of garbage reduction.

4 This plant is described by E. D. Vory in Journal of the Society of Chem-*
icd Industry, xxvii 378-379 (April 30y 1908).